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(Field Trip Report 8-25 & 26-'16)

Unknown Walnut Caterpillar Willow éza_WfI

During my recent visit to the Catalina Mountains | encountered a couple of new insects on walnuts and
willows. Neither insect is considered a major concern, but is more of a curiosity revealing the great
biodiversity found on the mountain.

The walnut caterpillar was found in Bear Canyon, defoliating just the leaves on the branch tips of the
walnuts. Only the moulted skins of the insect were found stuck to the ends of the defoliated walnuts,
and may be diagnostic for the species. Moulting is necessary in insects to allow them to grow larger.
The caterpillars were apparently active in early summer.

The second new insect detected on the mountain, was a sawfly found defoliating willow branch tips
growing at the upper end of Carter Canyon in Summerhaven. It’s similar in appearance to the Lesser
Willow Sawfly found in Europe.
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Other than the two new insects detected on the mountain, no other noteworthy forest or woodland
health concerns was found.

Reported bark beetle activity on ponderosa pines was limited to a handful of trees, from the turnoff to
San Pedro Windy Point, to just above the Red Ridge Trailhead on Ski Run Road. The most obvious beetle-
killed ponderosa pine was noted off N. Upper Loma Linda Road. Bark beetle pitch tubes were readily
visible on the trunk and adjacent large branch. A large scar was present on the trunk of the pine
indicating a possible lightning strike in the past.

Fall webworm activity on Arizona walnuts and alders was noted mainly from Incinerator Ridge Road to
the USFS Palisades Visitor Center. The insect has not increased greatly in numbers since it was first
detected on the mountain in 2012. Webbing and defoliation of individual trees has been minor.

For further information about this report, please contact: Bob Celaya, Forest Health Specialist, Office of
the State Forester at (602) 771-1415 bobcelaya@forestryandfire.az.gov
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